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A NOTE FROM
DANIEL AND KARINA BURGI

PROJECT
OVERVIEW

Himalayan Life has been enriching the lives of children and youth across the 
Himalayas for the past 30 years — and we are here to stay. We are committed 
to lasting, positive change through protecting, nurturing, and educating dis-
advantaged children with holistic care and education. Through our programs 
in Nepal and India, we empower young people to reach their full potential and 
build thriving futures. Our programs include:
		
Chitwan Community Development Projects: Providing education assistance 
and extracurricular sports/camp programs in seven slum and jungle commun-
ities – impacting more than 1,500 children.
		
Himalayan Life Plastics Social Enterprise: A recycling plant for plastic bottles 
located in Pokhara. Providing dozens of jobs, vocational internships, and 
recycling approximately 1,946,000lbs of PET bottles annually.
		
Ladakh Children’s Home: Facilitating full-time care and education for the 
children of Nepalese migrant worker families. 73 children in attendance.
		
Pokhara Community Children Projects: Offering extracurricular programs 
(day camps, floor hockey, biking) that provide holistic care and impact more 
than 2,000 children.
		
Pokhara Street-to-School Home: Two homes on one property, one for boys 
and one for girls. 71 children in full-time care.
		
Student Homes in Southern Nepal: Two homes, one in Swamitar and 
the other in Thakaltar. Providing interim housing for 185 children who are 
currently enrolled in school.
		
Ulleri Children’s Home: Providing housing and education to abandoned/or-
phaned children in the Annapurna region. 18 kids in attendance. 
		
Yangri Academic Center & Hostel: Himalayan Life’s boarding school in 
the mountains of Nepal. Currently serving 280 students, with a new campus 
under construction.

Thirty years ago, Karina and I arrived in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. The plan was simple: serve for two or three years, 
and then return to our “real lives” in the West. There was 
so much to learn: language, culture, how to navigate life 
in an Asian city, and what it means to live as foreigners in 
a foreign land. As we had set out to make a difference in 
the lives of children in need, we also had to understand 
poverty, including its various forms, root causes, and 
pathways to overcoming it. 

As we immersed ourselves in this learning, one thing became clear: real 
transformation doesn’t happen in two or three years. Addressing deep-rooted 
challenges, like the trauma experienced by street children, isn’t just about 
strategies and programs. It’s about relationships. Children rejected by family 
and society need to be seen, heard, welcomed, and loved. And none of that 
happens overnight. So we stayed. Indefinitely. And Himalayan Life was born. 

From the beginning, and still today, the heart of our work is a persevering 
and loving presence. While we continue to apply the most effective strategies 
to meet the unique needs of the children we serve, the most vital ingredient 
remains simply being there, consistently, even in the face of seemingly insur-
mountable challenges. We are here to stay. This year’s annual report is dedicat-
ed to that very theme: HERE TO STAY. We hope that the stories, impact data, 
and reflections within will inspire and encourage you. To our donors: thank you 
for your unwavering support. To the incredible staff of Himalayan Life: thank 
you for your tireless dedication and commitment. And on a personal note, 
Karina and I are deeply grateful for God’s grace and faithfulness, not only 
throughout this past year but across three decades of work in and for Nepal.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Daniel and Karina Burgi 
Founders

34,720,000 bottles 
have been recycled by 

Himalayan Life Plastics.

677,555 meals 
were served across
all our programs.

11,630 children
were impacted by our programs

in the Himalayas.

830 children 
are receiving an education

sponsored by Himalayan Life.
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LOVESON AND INDRA:
HERE TO STAY

STUDENT HOMES
IN SOUTHERN NEPAL

Nestled in the rugged southern mountains of Nepal, our two student homes 
in Thakaltar and Swamitar provide vital support for children from remote vil-
lages who face poverty and significant barriers to education. Serving students 
from Grade 5 and up, these homes offer a safe, nurturing place to stay during 
the school week and the opportunity to return home to their families on the 
weekend. Both homes are here to stay, rooted in one mission: to break the 
cycle of limited educational access in rural Nepal and to empower children 
to build brighter futures through education.

Loveson and Indra first met while volunteering with Hima-
layan Life in Pokhara, later joining the staff, and marrying 
in February 2013. Inspired by the needs of the community 
in Chitwan, they relocated and founded Himalayan Life 
Chitwan (HLC). Today, one of their greatest joys is watch-
ing the 170 children at the Thakaltar and Swamitar student 
homes work hard and shine brightly, despite the challenges 
they face. Over the years, they have supported thousands of 
disadvantaged children with holistic care, led by a dedicated 
team of 16 staff across programs in Chitwan and the student 
homes. Their passion is infectious, inspiring their staff daily 
and uplifting the children they serve. Deeply committed 
to providing opportunities for growth, life skills, and talent 
development, Loveson and Indra pour their hearts into their 
staff and the youth they work alongside. They are here to 
stay and here to make a long-lasting difference.

185 children
were protected, nurtured and 

educated at our homes in Thakaltar 
and Swamitar.

24 staff members
are providing holistic care

at our programs in Chitwan.

949 kids
were impacted by the day camps, 
biking and uni-hockey programs

in Chitwan.

306 girls
were empowered with health

and hygiene knowledge.
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YANGRI
SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION

After a devastating flash flood struck the Yangri Valley in 2021, we quickly 
decided to rebuild our beloved school higher up the valley in a safer location, 
thus beginning The Next Step: Rebuilding the Yangri School. Since breaking
ground in 2023, remarkable progress has been made: Grades 6–10 have 
already moved to the new campus, while Kindergarten–Grade 5 continue at 
the original lower campus. Since we are running two schools at once, we have 
two incredible principals guiding our students: Sujata Magarati for the primary 
school, and Nyima Khandu Sherpa, a former teacher and vice principal, for the 
secondary. In spring 2025, four dormitories and a dining hall were completed, 
marking a major milestone. As we move into the final construction phase, we’re 
adding kindergarten facilities, staff housing, more dorms, a utility shed for shop 
classes, and an office block to enhance operations. We are also celebrating our 
first graduates of the Yangri Academic Center! Twenty-two Grade 10 students 
are now all pursuing higher education in Kathmandu through scholarships 
provided by Himalayan Life.

280 children
are receiving a quality education
at the Yangri Academic Center.

50 construction workers
are rebuilding our school for

the students in the Yangri Valley.

19 students
graduated from the Yangri

Academic Center and are pursuing 
higher education.

18 teachers
are dedicated to teaching the next 
generation at our school in Yangri.
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KIRAN’S STORY
OF LIFE

HIMALAYAN LIFE 
POKHARA PROGRAMS

Kiran’s life began in heartbreak. As a small child, he lived on the streets of Pokhara, 
fending for himself and surviving day to day in a world that had shown him little 
kindness. At nine, he began attending Himalayan Life’s Street Kitchen & Drop-in 
Center, though years of hurt made it hard for him to trust the adults there. Slowly, 
he began to open up and attend activities like cycling, hockey, running, and day 
camps, and his confidence began to grow. Eventually, he joined the Himalayan 
Life Plastics (HLP) collection department and attended the vocational training 
workshop, which helped him develop life skills like communication and independent 
living. Kiran has been working at HLP for nearly 12 years. As he overcame challen-
ges in education and technical skills, he was soon assigned to be the co-in-charge 
of the yard department. Now a proud father, he is determined to give his son the 
opportunities he never had - ones rooted in education, curiosity, and love. Kiran 
credits his coworkers and the Himalayan Life community for teaching him resili-
ence, kindness, and the value of meaningful connections. Grateful for the lessons 
he has learned, Kiran is here to stay as a leader and a mentor in his community. 
He hopes to positively impact the next generation and believes that every small 
act of positivity can create lasting change.

Himalayan Life Pokhara is here to stay, working 
hand in hand with parents, schools, and commun-
ities to protect, nurture, and educate children 
while helping them build confidence and strong 
values. When we first began in Pokhara, our 
focus was on rescuing street children through 
our Shelter and Street Kitchen & Drop-In 
Center. Today, street children in the city have 
been eradicated, and our focus has shifted 
from rescuing to raising these kids in 
our Street-to-School Home (S2S). 
Our S2S home is a safe haven with 
separate housing for boys and girls, 
providing them with the stability 
and support they need to thrive. 
Alongside this, we run a variety of 
programs, including weekly day camps 
led by volunteers, hockey training 
on our own field and in local schools, 
and a cycling program that brings joy, 
purpose, and belonging to countless 
children. Every initiative at Himalay-
an Life Pokhara reflects a long-term 
commitment to empowering children 
and strengthening the community for 
generations to come.

20 volunteers
are giving their time to our

community programs in Pokhara.

2,181 children
benefited from Pokhara’s day 
camps, biking and uni-hockey 

programs.

95 kids
are protected and nurtured at

our homes in Pokhara and Ulleri.

1,946,000 lbs of bottles
were recycled by Himalayan Life 

Plastics.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
AND ACCREDITATIONS

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Marlene Perrett 
Chairperson // Educator in the Vancouver School Board District 

Dr. Ling L. Low, MD, FMD
Director // General Practitioner and Interserve Canada Medical Advisor

Heather Pasman
Treasurer // Bookkeeper at Pasman Smith & Company 

Robert Pasman, CPA
Director // Accountant and Senior Partner at Pasman Smith & Company

Heidi Epp
Secretary // Entrepreneur, Owner of the Refinery House

Dr. Cam Ross, MD
Director // General Practitioner and Lead Faculty, EBM at UBC 

John Gingell
Director // Chartered Professional Accountant

If you would like to donate, you can do so by either mailing 
a cheque made payable to Himalayan Life Canada or scanning 
the QR code to give online.

* Includes donations received from the USA & UK	
All funds are in Canadian dollars. Detailed financial statements are available upon request.

620 individual donors
across 4 continents supported
Himalayan Life this fiscal year.

2,766 individual donations
were received worldwide in support

of Himalayan Life programs.

The Energy Globe Award is one of the 
world’s most prestigious honours for 
initiatives that protect the environment 
and promote sustainability. In 2024, 
Himalayan Life Plastics Social Enter-
prise in Pokhara, Nepal, received this 
award.

Imagine Canada supports charities 
and nonprofits so they can better 
serve communities locally and globally. 
Himalayan Life’s accreditation means 
that we are nationally recognized for 
trust and accountability, strengthening 
our governance and operations.

International Revenue

Canada* $ 1,386,146 62%
Switzerland $ 866,607 38%
Total $ 2,252,753 100%

International Expenses
Programs $ 1,959,716 91%
Administration $ 130,420 6%
Development $ 68,118 3%
Total $ 2,158,254 100%
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400-221 West Esplanade 
North Vancouver, BC, V7M 3J3, Canada

https://himalayanlife.com/
info@himalayanlife.com

THANK YOU
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